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APOLOGETICS AND THE CHRISTIAN MIND




APOLOGETICS

1. What is apologetics?

2. Why should we do apologetics?

3. How should we do apologetics?




WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

Apologetics is NOT
saying that you are
sorry for being a
Christian.

Apologetics IS giving a
rational defense for
your Christian faith.
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WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

x The term “apologetics” is derived from the
Greek term “apologia”.

+ The “apology” came from the legal proceedings of
ancient Athens
x Plaintiff brought the accusation (kategoria).

x Defendant then responded with a defense (apologia).
* Plato’s Apology
* Paul's apology to the Jews (Acts 22:1)
* Paul’s apology to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 9:3)
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Athenians.

Context (Acts 22:1): Paul was taken by the Jews and beaten for speaking in the temple at
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could speak to the Jewish mob. Here he offers a defeagel@gig of himself and the

gospel to them. (Tells of his conversion experience)

The Jews had accused Paul of teaching against the people, the Law, and the Temple. They
also accused (falsely supposed) that Paul brought a Greek into the Temple with him.

Context (1 Cor. 9:3): Paul is defending his apostolic ministry. His defggdedig is his
own character and his total emphasis on the gospel.

Transition: Over time apologetics became more sophisticated as it sought to respond to
ever changing criticism.



WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

x Development

+ NT examples are responses to personal attacks or
to accusations against the gospel.

+ Christian apologetics began to develop

x Justin Martyr (100-165 ) - “Dialogue with the Jew
Tryphon”

x Origen (185-232) - “Contra Celsus”

x Augustine (354-386) - “City of God”, “Confessions”

In the New Testament, apologies largely consisted of showing Christ to be the fulfillment of
Old Testament prophecies. It also included defending oneself from the accusations of those
who sought to persecute the Christians.

Christianity spread pretty rapidly and that rapid spreading of Christianity also brought
about syncretism.

Christians found themselves responding to ever increasing objections.

No longer could they rely on pointing out how Christ was the Messiah of the Old
Testament, they had to respond to philosophical objections and political objections to
Christianity.



WHAT IS APOLOGETICS?

Individual N Developed
Apologies Apologetic
Systems

h@dSN) GKS O2dzNES 2F GAYS ¢S aSS / KNRAGAIF ya
defending himself) to full blown apologetic systems. Apologetics became a discipline in and
of itself.



In more recent times, several different kinds of apologetic approaches have been adopted.
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usually lay Christians. Well meaning, but usually not well studied.
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2. Some think that the Scriptures are the only proper place to start the apologetic task.
(usually in the Reformed Tradition)

3. We think that the proper place to start the apologetic task is with our knowledge of
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entire world.

So there are several different apologetics methods or approaches: Common to all is the
desire to defend the faith.



