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²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜƴΣ Řƻ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎǎέ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άǎƻǊǊȅέ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΚ



tƭŀǘƻΩǎ !ǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ {ƻŎǊŀǘŜǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Athenians.

Context (Acts 22:1): Paul was taken by the Jews and beaten for speaking in the temple at 
WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ tŀǳƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ƘŜ 
could speak to the Jewish mob. Here he offers a defense (apologia) of himself and the 
gospel to them. (Tells of his conversion experience)

The Jews had accused Paul of teaching against the people, the Law, and the Temple. They 
also accused (falsely supposed) that Paul brought a Greek into the Temple with him.

Context (1 Cor. 9:3): Paul is defending his apostolic ministry. His defense (apologia) is his 
own character and his total emphasis on the gospel.

Transition: Over time apologetics became more sophisticated as it sought to respond to 
ever changing criticism.
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In the New Testament, apologies largely consisted of showing Christ to be the fulfillment of 
Old Testament prophecies. It also included defending oneself from the accusations of those 
who sought to persecute the Christians.

Christianity spread pretty rapidly and that rapid spreading of Christianity also brought 
about syncretism. 

Christians found themselves responding to ever increasing objections. 

No longer could they rely on pointing out how Christ was the Messiah of the Old 
Testament, they had to respond to philosophical objections and political objections to 
Christianity.



hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ άŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎέ όƭƛƪŜ tŀǳƭ 
defending himself) to full blown apologetic systems. Apologetics became a discipline in and 
of itself.



In more recent times, several different kinds of apologetic approaches have been adopted.

1. {ƻƳŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΦ bh¢ w9![[¸ ! {¸{¢9aΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳŜΦέ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎ ŀǊŜ 
usually lay Christians. Well meaning, but usually not well studied.

2. Some think that the Scriptures are the only proper place to start the apologetic task. 
(usually in the Reformed Tradition)

3. We think that the proper place to start the apologetic task is with our knowledge of 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
entire world.

So there are several different apologetics methods or approaches: Common to all is the 
desire to defend the faith.


